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Vienna, June 30, 1997
Safeguard the family with supernatural love

(Answer of Chiara Lubich to an Austrian family)

The family and families are a topic we are very concerned about. In Austria one marriage out of
three  ends up in divorce.  Chiara,  what  would you  emphasize  in family life  so that  its  value can be
respected? Thank you.

Chiara: They say that here, unfortunately, one family in three ends up in divorce, and they ask:
What would you emphasize in family life so that its value can be respected? You see, God created the
family, and he formed it in this way. He wants there to be love between husband and wife. If love is
missing, there’s no marriage, no matrimony. Unfortunately, because of sin, this love has been spoiled to
some extent. This love has been clouded over because sin entered humanity.

So Jesus came and healed the situation, bringing a stronger love, a greater love, the very love that
comes from God, the love which is God himself.

So, we must take advantage of what Jesus brought, use this love in order to maintain natural love
as well.  For example, if you didn’t love your husband any more, you would have to love him because he
is Jesus, because he is another Jesus, because you have to be the first to love, because you have to love
everyone, because you have to make yourself one, because you have to love him as yourself. In other
words, you bring supernatural love into the situation, with all that it means, in order to save human love
too. This is what to do and this way of doing things is the foundation of our New Families Movement.
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